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Clockwise, from top left: The World Dome; a Bible study service; a moment of prayer at work; Dollar with a Hurricane Katrina evacuee.

A DOLLAR

Pastors Creflo and Taffi Dollar have built a multimillion-

This is not your typical storefront church with the after-
service fish fry. This is another world. You know you're
getting close when traffic comes to a dead stop near the
pawn shops on Old National Highway south of Atlanta.
| sit in traffic with the masses, watching as some people give up, park
on a grassy median, and walk the rest of the way, Bibles in hand. Far-
ther up around the comer, sheriff's deputies direct the hordes. The con-
gregants are in Sunday-go-to-meeting suits, sneakers and stilettos, cut-
off jeans and baggy T-shirts, dreadlocks and do-rags. There's an urgency
about their stride, a thrill, even, as if they are part of something bigger
than themselves, bigger than most any churchgoer could imagine.
Welcome to the World Dome, home to a faithful flock who wor-
ship under the spiritual direction of Pastor Creflo A. Dollar, a onetime
college football star turned minister, and his wife, Taffi Dollar. Together
the Dollars oversee a “megachurch” (see sidebar) that seats 8,500
and is usually filled to capacity for the two Sunday services. There
are no crosses, no stained-glass windows, no images of Jesus. There

is no single piano in the cormner played by the pastor’s sister-in-law, but
a full band with horns, guitars and congas. The production values are
right out of network TV. A camera on a crane swirls above the crowd,
and even the keyboard player has headphones on.

“Megachurches play on a whole different understanding of reli-
gion, and it's not something that looks like your parent’s faith,” says
Scott Thumma, a sociologist of religion at the Hartford Institute for
Religion Research. “They're tapping into the bigger-is-better, mall-like
mentality of America. And that’s not going away anytime soon.”

MONEY, POWER, RELIGION

reflo Dollar (yes, that's his given name—he’s actually a jun-
8 ior) is the chief executive officer of the World Changers Min-
istries, an $80 million enterprise that looks and acts for all
& the world like a Fortune 500 company. There's the staff of
300 employees here in Atlanta and 100 more in New York.
There are the flow charts and cabinet meetings and audits and au-
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